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UM STUDENT EARNS HISTORY AWARD
MISSOULA The Eastern Washington State Historical Society and Cheney Cowles Museum has
awarded the 2000 Joel E. Ferris History Award to University of Montana student Scott
Meredith.
A second-year graduate student in history, Meredith earned the award for his paper,
“The End of the Cracked Whip: The Plundered Province Reappraised.” Meredith is a 1988
graduate of Capital High School and the son of Mike and JoAnn Meredith of Helena.
The $500 award, provided annually by the Joel E. Ferris Foundation, encourages
original research and writing in Inland Northwest history. Manuscript theme may range
widely, but must relate to the geographic region once called the Inland Northwest, an area
bounded by the Cascades on the west, the Rocky Mountains to the east, the Selkirks on the
north and the Blue Mountains on the south.
In his paper, Meredith questions earlier historical analyses that considered the west a
“plundered province and subservient colony” to the U.S. government and Eastern financial
interests. His manuscript focuses on local financiers and business people who were
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instrumental in Montana’s development. Meredith concludes that

the historical record

presents a more complicated element - that the West has aided and abetted in the plundering of
itself and that the bankruptcy of the region has not always been the rule.”
The award contest is open to enrolled graduate students, but undergraduates and others
are eligible if they are proposed by graduate school deans or heads of appropriate departments
of accredited universities or colleges. Meredith’s entry was endorsed by UM history
department Dean Harry Fritz.
Ferris History Award papers become part of the Cheney Cowles Museum and are
available for public research purposes. Located in Spokane, Wash., since 1916, the museum
works to engage the people of the Inland Northwest in lifelong learning of regional history,
visual arts and American Indian and other cultures - especially those specific to the region.
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